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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Risen Lord,

With joy and gratitude, | invite you to the Episcopal Ordination of Fr. Sahaya Thomas Thatheus on 13" May
2025 at 5:00 PM at Yesu Daya Sagar Prarthana Bhawan, Kauli, Patiala Dist, Punjab. The celebration will take
place at our retreat centre, Prarthana Bhavan Yesu Dayasagar, in Kauli, Patiala District, Punjab. I humbly ask
you to lift him in prayer—may the Lord bless him abundantly, and may Our Lady of Fatima intercede, that the
Holy Spirit may guide, enlighten, strengthen, and accompany him,

As | prepare to hand over the pastoral leadership of the Diocese of Chandigarh, a role | have held since April 3,
2009, my heart is filled with deep and abiding gratitude. These sixteen years as Bishop, along with the three
vears | served as Rector of Christu Jyothi Gurukul, have given me nineteen unforgettable years in the service of
the Simla-Chandigarh Diocese. And I continue as long as God’s will for me.

These have been years of calling, growth, shared mission, and cherished memories. Through it all, God has
been—"“Like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and
carries them aloft.”— Deuteronomy 32:11,

To each of you who have walked this journey with me—thank you. Your kindness, encouragement, patience,
prayers, and shared laughter have been a constant source of strength. Together, we built more than churches,
schools, and missions—we built a community rooted in faith and love, reaching out through Gospel sharing,
retreats, conventions, pilgrim spaces, and outreach ministries.

Time and again, my heart trembles in awe at the grace that has carried us—especially in times of challenge.
God'’s presence has been our anchor. | remain humbled by the countless people I've encountered—those who,
despite my limitations, welcomed me into the sacred spaces of their lives, recognizing not me, but the One who

dwells within.

As | hand over charge, now, | sense a gentle shift—not of sorrow, but of peace. A new season begins, and
though | do not know what lies ahead, | trust the One who leads. This is not a farewell, but a step forward in
hope.

I leave my boats behind once more, set my heart upon the deep, and follow Him.
| entrust “My past, O Lord, to Your mercy, My present to Your love, My future to Your providence” - Padre Pio.

Thank you truly for everything. %h

With love and gratitude, x'"'

+ Pomw

Bp Ignatius Mascarenhas
Apostolic Administrator

Ps: Given on 1st May 2025, the Feast-of St Joseph the Worker. This circular has to be read either on
4™ or 11" May 2025 in the vernacular.
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